Introduced by Council Member Gulliford:
RESOLUTION 2015-389
A RESOLUTION MOURNING THE PASSING AND CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND CAREER OF WILLIAM “BILLY” S. HOWELL OF ATLANTIC BEACH; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
with the passing of William “Billy” S. Howell on May 3, 2015, the City of Atlantic Beach, Florida bade farewell to a devoted favorite son and public servant extraordinaire; and

WHEREAS,
born in Jacksonville on December 19, 1926, Billy Howell entered the U.S. Army Air Corp and served in World War II from 1944-1947; and

WHEREAS,
a graduate of Bolles School and Duke University, Billy Howell had a long, distinguished role as a civic leader; in 1957, a new charter made the Town of Atlantic Beach a City and Billy Howell was elected as the City’s first Mayor; he served 27 years as Mayor-Commissioner and holds the longest tenure, a record that remains unbroken; and
WHEREAS,
Billy Howell served with distinction as President of the Florida League of Cities from 1980-1981; he was Grand Knight of the Knights of Columbus 1967-1968, a member of the Beaches Jaycees Organization from 1973-1974 and received the Good Government Award, E. Harris Drew Municipal Officer Award of the Year in 1988;  and

WHEREAS,
Billy Howell gave most generously of his time and energy to preserve the character and quality of life in Atlantic Beach and the City of Atlantic Beach commemorated that devotion by naming Howell Park in his honor
; and
WHEREAS,
Mr. Howell earned the affection of the people of Atlantic Beach, most of whom were proud to call him “friend”, and who will always be indebted to Billy Howell’s dedicated work and commitment over the years to his community and fellow citizens who will sorely miss his leadership; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville does hereby mourn the passing of William “Billy” S. Howell and extends our deepest sympathy to his family and friends at this time of bereavement.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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